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GCHQ Summer Internship High Placements
Program 2025
Description
The GCHQ Summer Internship – High Placements Program 2025 offers exceptional
students an exciting opportunity to gain hands-on experience in the field of
cybersecurity, intelligence, and national security. As part of the program, interns will
be placed in high-impact roles, working on critical projects that support the UK’s
national security objectives. Interns will develop valuable skills, broaden their
understanding of the intelligence community, and contribute to GCHQ’s mission of
protecting the nation.

Responsibilities

Project-Based Work: Participate in a variety of high-profile projects related
to cybersecurity, data analysis, intelligence gathering, and communications
security.
Collaboration: Work closely with experienced professionals in
multidisciplinary teams, gaining insights into intelligence operations and
technologies.
Research and Analysis: Assist in the analysis of data to identify patterns,
trends, and potential security threats. Provide recommendations based on
findings.
Technical Development: Engage in technical development tasks,
including coding, software design, and testing in cybersecurity applications.
Problem-Solving: Apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to real-
world intelligence and security challenges.
Presentations and Reports: Prepare and deliver presentations to senior
staff and contribute to reports on project progress and outcomes.

Qualifications

Education: Currently enrolled in a UK-based university, pursuing a degree
in Computer Science, Engineering, Cybersecurity, Mathematics, or a related
STEM field.
Year of Study: Ideally, applicants should be in their penultimate year of
undergraduate study (i.e., 2nd year of a 3-year program or 3rd year of a
4-year program).
Eligibility: Applicants must be eligible to work in the UK and meet the
security clearance requirements for GCHQ.

Experience

Previous Experience: Previous work experience, internships, or personal
projects related to cybersecurity, software development, data analysis, or
technical research is beneficial, but not essential.
Interest in National Security: A demonstrated interest in intelligence,
national security, or public service is an advantage.
Problem-Solving and Analytical Skills: Experience in tackling complex
problems and finding innovative solutions will be highly regarded.

Hiring organization
GCHQ Internship

Employment Type
Intern

Duration of employment
6 Months

Industry
Government Administration

Job Location
Cheltenham, England, United
Kingdom, GL50,, Cheltenham,,
England,, United Kingdom

Working Hours
8

Base Salary
10

Date posted
December 20, 2024

Valid through
17.12.2026
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Skills

Technical Skills: Proficiency in programming languages (e.g., Python,
C++, Java, etc.) and an understanding of cybersecurity principles.
Analytical Skills: Strong ability to interpret data, identify trends, and make
informed decisions based on evidence.
Communication: Excellent verbal and written communication skills, with
the ability to present complex ideas clearly and concisely.
Teamwork: Ability to work effectively as part of a diverse team, showing
strong collaboration and interpersonal skills.
Adaptability: Ability to quickly adapt to new technologies, methods, and
work environments.
Attention to Detail: Strong focus on accuracy and detail when completing
tasks.

Job Benefits

Competitive Salary: A competitive salary commensurate with your role
and responsibilities during the internship.
Exposure to Cutting-Edge Technology: Gain experience working with
some of the most advanced technology and tools in the cybersecurity and
intelligence sectors.
Professional Development: Access to training, mentorship, and
networking opportunities with leading experts in national security and
intelligence.
Workplace Flexibility: Potential for hybrid or remote work options,
depending on the project and placement.
Insight into GCHQ Careers: Opportunity to explore future career paths
within GCHQ and other agencies in the UK’s intelligence community.
Public Service Impact: Contribute to the protection and security of the UK
and its citizens.
End-of-Internship Reward: Successful completion of the program may
lead to further opportunities for graduate roles within GCHQ.

How To Apply

Online Application: Submit your CV and cover letter through the official
GCHQ website. In your cover letter, please explain why you are interested in
the High Placements Program and how your skills and experiences make
you a strong candidate.
Assessment Process: Shortlisted applicants will be invited to complete an
online assessment that tests technical knowledge and problem-solving
abilities.
Interview: Successful candidates will be invited to an interview, where you
will have the opportunity to demonstrate your passion for national security
and cybersecurity.
Security Clearance: Applicants must be willing to undergo a security
clearance process before starting the internship. This process includes
background checks and assessments to ensure candidates meet the
necessary criteria for working within GCHQ.
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